Dear Partner in Research:
I am delighted to share with you that we have established a new, non-profit organization
committed to accelerating people-driven research. The new People-Centered Research
Foundation (PCRF) has been created to sustain and expand a national network for clinical
research that originated with funding from the Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute
(PCORI) and studies conducted by The National Patient-Centered Clinical Research Network
(PCORnet).
As you may be aware, PCORnet was launched with substantial financial investment from
PCORI. When PCORI approved the second phase of PCORnet investments, its Board of
Governors stipulated that PCORnet partner networks develop a plan for long-term
sustainability. Over the past several years, PCORnet has led the way to transform the culture of
clinical research by creating a system driven by the shared needs of patients and people and
those who care for them. We are ensuring PCORnet’s vision and unprecedented work
continue.
PCRF can respond more effectively and efficiently to the research needs of a variety of
research funders and sponsors. PCRF will integrate people into all phases of research and the
learning health system. Patients, participants, patient advocates, and caregivers will constitute
a meaningful percentage of our board; be involved in leadership roles in all committees; and
participate in the development and execution of the research. PCRF will partner with all
stakeholders in the clinical research enterprise to prioritize, design and conduct research,
including patients, clinicians, health system leaders, representatives from the life sciences
industry, patient advocacy groups, clinician professional organizations, and the government.
Today, PCRF has a robust business plan in place, with seven members of what could grow to be
a 13-member board, and plans to build a program management office that will be led by an
executive director. I am pleased to be able to serve as Chair of the Board, and I welcome our
other board members who have joined the PCRF at the time of its incorporation. They are:
 Richard Bankowitz, MD, MBA, FACP, Executive Vice President, Clinical Affairs, America’s
Health Insurance Plans (AHIP)
 Josephine P. Briggs, MD, Director, National Center for Complementary and Integrative
Health (NCCIH)
 Marc M. Boutin, JD, Chief Executive Officer, National Health Council (NHC)
 Donna Cryer, President & CEO of the Global Liver Institute

 Craig Lipset, MPH, Head of Clinical Innovation, Global Product Development, Pfizer
 Joanne Waldstreicher, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Johnson & Johnson
There are many details in place for the new PCRF—and many more to be determined. I am
eager to share with you the particulars of our business model and look forward to updating
you on our progress in the coming days.
Sincerely,

Dr. Robert Califf
Chair, Board of Directors
People-Centered Research Foundation

